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The International Center for Gibbon Studies, which
was established in 1977, 1s involved mn the conser-
vation and breeding of gibbon species and behav-
ioural, reproductive and nutritional research. This
paper provides an overview of the management tech-
niques used at the Center, including diet, housing,
introductions, veterinary care and handhng tech-
niques. The breeding history of one 3 Pileated
gibbon Hylobates pileatus and behavioural observa-
tions on two breeding pairs are also described.
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Established in 1977, the International
Center for Gibbon Studies is a non-profit
organization dedicated to the study of the
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taxonomy, genetics, behaviour, hus-
bandry, reproduction and nutrition of
gibbons Hylobates spp. The Center assists
other facilities in the identification of cap-
tive gibbons and has a research library
which contains over 1700 publications on
Hylobates dating from 1735 to 1996.

Eleven gibbon species are currently rec-
ogmzed (Geissmann, 1994; Mootnick &
Sheeran, in press). At time of writing the
Center maintains five species including 4.1
Pileated gibbons Hylobates pileatus
(Table 1). Four species have bred success-
fully at the Center and offspring either
form the basis of new breeding pairs or
are transferred to AZA institutions or
facilities that participate in captive-
breeding programmes which are approved
by the International Center for Gibbon
Studies.

ENCLOSURES ,

The gbbons are housed outdoors 1n
10 x 3 x4 m high enclosures with access to
a secondary area which 1s 4x3x 2-5m
high. Because Hylobates are extremely
territortal and live in widely separated
groups, the enclosures should, 1deally, be
a minimum of 75 m apart. Individuals at
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the Center that are particularly territorial
are housed so that they have no visual
contact with gibbons in other enclosures.

The gibbons sleep outdoors in thermal
plastic shelters (Dogloo) which are large
enough for one or two animals. These
shelters are fastened to platforms 3 m
above the ground and are protected from
the elements by tarpaulins.

The enclosures have an earth substrate
and branches and ropes are installed so
that full use can be made of vertical space.
Branches and vertical ropes should be
spaced at a distance which allows the
animals to brachiate. This distance will
vary depending on the size of the enclo-
sure and the age and physical condition of
the gibbons. The larger the enclosure the
further apart vertical and horizontal sup-
ports may be placed (Mootnick er al,
1987). Owing to the flexibility of
horizontal ropes, the distance that the gib-
bons can leap is reduced from what they
might achieve 1f branches were provided
for brachiation. Horizontal ropes are not
used at the Center. For enclosure furnish-
ings plastic, metal and cement materials
are preferable to wood. which 1s difficult
to clean unless properly sealed: metal bars

SPECIES SEX SEX AGE (vears)
RATIO
WILD-BORN  CAPTIVE-BORN
Mountain agile gibbon 35 3 3, 15, 18
Hylobates a. agilis s 24, 25 2,36
Lowland agile gibbon 2.1 3 1. 13
Hylobates a. unko ¥ 9
Pileated gibbon 4.1 3 1. 8, 15, 16
Hylobates pileatis ; 8
Moloch gibbon 4.1 3 21, 22 9, 13
Hylobates moloch 7 6
Siamang 2.3 3 3. 14
Hylobates syndactylus Y [, 5, 12
White-cheeked gibbon .1 3 13
Hyvlobates [ leucogenys . 10

Hybnd
Hvlobates I, siki* 0.1 T
H. gabriellae

I

Table 1. Gibbon Hyvlobaies species and subspecies housed at the Inter-
national Center for Gibbon Studies as at July 1996.






